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Save A Tahanan’s mission is to mobilize resources to improve the lives of families through
training and micro-financing and to empower them as responsible members of the community.
SAVE A TAHANAN, INC.
BOARD MEMBERS
Pacifico Quimson, Jr.,
Chairperson
Carmen Hernandez
Gloria Navarrete
Marisa Robles
Rosie Tria
OFFICERS
Roselli Tria, President
Jacob Smith, VicePresident
Noel Parato, Secretary
Craig Smith, Treasurer

We appreciate any
amount you can donate
to our programs. A
microfinance loan
starts at $75.00 per
cycle. The educational
support per student is
approximately $200.00
per semester.
Save A Tahanan, Inc. is
a 501(c)(3) nonprofit
organization. Your
monetary donation is
tax-deductible to the
extent allowed by law.

Congratulations to the Class of 2017
On April 19, 2017, following Calabanga
scholars graduated from Central Bicol State
University of Agriculture (CBSUA),
Calabanga Campus:
Marjun Adan, Bachelor of Science in
Education Major in English, Cum Laude,
recipient of the Institutional Leadership
Award and the Service Award for Culture
and the Arts

Rachelle San Andres, Bachelor of Science
in Education Major in English.
Suzette, who obtained the highest rating
among the cum laudes, gave the valedictory
speech.
We are very proud of our graduates! They
worked hard and accomplished a lot.
Congratulations!!

Suzette Marie Arias, Bachelor of Science in
Education Major in Filipino,
Cum Laude, recipient of the
Presidential Academic
Excellence Award and the
Service Award for Skills
Development

Achievements reported by Edwin and Suzette◼◻◼

Frank Calleja, Bachelor of
Science in Education Major
in Mathematics
Edwin Pelonio, Bachelor of
Science in Education Major
in Filipino, Cum Laude,
recipient of the Service
Award for Sports and
Development

Marjun Adan

Suzette Marie Arias

Please send your
donations to:
Save A Tahanan, Inc.
40343 Robin Street
Fremont, CA 94538
phone: 510-573-2908
email:
info@save-a-tahanan.org
website:
www.save-a-tahanan.org
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Edwin Pelonio

Frank Calleja

Rachelle San Andres
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Letters of Appreciation from Scholars of the Class of 2017
To my dear Sponsors,
I have been an STMC Scholar since
the start of my college days. This
family helped me achieve my
dreams. Without STMC, there is no
‘me’. You all are a part of me.
I want to thank you for supporting
us. You are, indeed, angels from
heaven. You made my dreams come
true. I could not reach this point in
my life without you. You are the
reason behind my success. Thank
you for sponsoring my education for
four years. I know that without you, I
could not finish my studies.
I don’t know what to say. No words
can express the gratitude I feel.
Thank you very much. I hope that
you will continue to sponsor people
in need, like me. God Bless you all.
May God continue to shower
blessings on you.
Truly yours,
SUZETTE MARIE A. ARIAS

beating very fast and my voice was
shaking. My friends asked me why I
was nervous since I had been
through many interviews before.
After the application, interview and
deliberation process, I received a text
message saying that I passed. I was
so fortunate to be included. I thought
it was luck because I was a regular
student. I was not an academic
awardee during high school.
I soon realized that my beliefs were
wrong. Being with the people in STI,
I realized that each of us was beyond
ordinary. You are forever ordinary if
you believe you are. With the help of
STI, I was trained to become the best
of me and to step outside my comfort
zone.
I was a pupae. Now, I am a butterfly
seizing every moment because I'll
never know when my life will end.
Thank you, STI and my dear
sponsors, for giving me wings to fly
high toward my dream. I am well on
my way now.
These days I am attending the review
class for the Licensure Examination
for Teachers. The exam is getting
near. I'll do my very best. Please pray
for us.

Suzette’s Awards

Dear Sponsors,
Hello po. I hope you are all doing
well. Before anything else, I want to
extend my sincere thanks. I wish I
could meet you and I tell you
personally. My parents are grateful
that my brother and I finally
graduated. My mother cried when we
got home after the graduation
ceremony. My father felt the same
way but he didn't want us to see him
crying.
I can still remember the day when I
applied for the STI scholarship, not
sure I could make it. I think there
were about 30 applicants. My knees
were trembling, my heart was

I will never forget to reach out and
say 'thank you', 'salamat po', 'arigato',
kamsahamnida' over and over in
whatever language it may be. As
what I always say in my letters,
please don't get tired of helping other
people. God bless and thank you so
much.
Sincerely yours,
RACHELLE D. SAN ANDRES
Acronyms commonly used:
CBSUA: Central Bicol State University of
Agriculture. It’s one of the state universities
in the Bicol region. It’s main campus is in Pili,
Camarines Sur. The Calabanga campus has
three colleges: Arts & Sciences, Education,
and Industrial Technology
STMC: Save A Tahanan Movement
Calabanga. This organization, founded in
Calabanga, Camarines Sur, Philippines on
July 1984, is funded by Save A Tahanan, Inc.

Thank You
In Bicol, we often say: “An pagtios
dae ulang para makatapos.” (Poverty
is not a hindrance to completion.) I
agree with this statement because I
needed financial help to complete
my education. I took the entrance
exams at the following schools:
Ateneo de Naga University,
University of Nueva Caceres and
Naga College Foundation. Because
we could not afford to attend these
schools, my parents sent me to
CBSUA Calabanga campus, a state
university. Still, there were times
when I had no money to pay for
enrollment. Luckily, I was granted
the STMC scholarship.
It was the greatest opportunity that
came to my life because it benefited
me and my parents. Because of this,
I was able to graduate. I studied hard
in return for the help of the sponsors,
whom I thank a lot, together with the
people who believed supported me.
The title “cum laude” that was
awarded to me during graduation
represents the people who have been
with me on my journey towards
achieving my baccalaureate diploma.
It is truly my great pleasure to say
‘Thank You’ to all the donors of Save
A Tahanan, Inc. who continuously
support the scholars with their
financial needs. At this point, I
would personally like to thank Mr. &
Mrs. Ysmael Chanco who wholeheartedly supported me in my
studies. My family and I greatly
appreciate your assistance and we
thank Almighty God for it. Likewise,
I want to extend my gratitude to the
people behind the organization, Ms.
Roselli Tria, Mrs. Rosie Tria, the late
Engr. Honesto Tria, Mrs. Zenaida
Bonete, Judge Corazon Tordilla and
my colleagues who have been part of
my journey.
Thank you so much for being part of
my life. May the Lord give you more
blessings to continue what you have
started.
EDWIN G. PELONIO
continued on Page 4
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IN APPRECIATION
Thank you to the following who donated between December 2016 and April 2017
Mark Ableson
Rizalino de Ala
Fred & Alice Alforque
Norma Aguila
Ronnie & Gladys Angeles
Virginia Aseo
Dodi & Chita Aspiras
Maret Bautista
Angela Broadhead
Steve & Cory Budnik
Ysmael & Aida Chanco
Josyli Deanon

Zelda Sarmiento de la Cruz,
MD
Wini & Thea De Leon
Daisy Donesa
Dick & Barbara Enriquez
Brian Hayes
Cecile Hontiveros
Azeez Hussain
Paula Johnson
Solomon E. Laigo, Jr.
Mila Llorente
Lauren Lovell

Catherine Martin
Rae & Tina Martinez
Rey & Nina Mercado
Ophelia Miranda
Joan Myers
Josette Navarra
Angelica Nevarez
Emelyn Osal
Benjamin Osorio
Donnie & Cecilia Pestrana
Aloysiums Quiambao
Pacifico Quimson, Jr.

Marilyn D. Ramos
Marisa P. Robles
Ciso Santa Inez
Jacob Smith
Robert Smith
Chita & Dick Taylor
Luis Tiongson
Tom Tolentino
Jocelyn Yap

STM Calabanga Scholarship Alumni Update
by Roselli Tria

Congratulations to the following graduates of the Class of 2016 for
passing the Licensure Examination for Teachers given last
September 2016:
• Nerissa Miranda
• Imee Monica Tible
• Mary France Piamonte
Nerissa, Imee Monica, and Mary France are applying for teaching
positions.
Eleanor Una (Class of 2016) began her postulancy with the
Carmelites in Naga City in April. She completed her inquiry period
late last year.
Jett Gacer (Class of 2015) teaches at Our Lady of La Porteria
Academy in Calabanga.

Reynaldo Arnaldo, Vivian Esperon, Rosie & Roselli

Elma Olleta (Class of 2015) is a permanent
teacher at Colacling National High School in
Lupi, Camarines Sur.
Vivian Esperon (Class of 2013) is a permanent
teacher at Camaligan National High School in
Naga City, Camarines Sur. Vivian taught for
three years at Our Lady of La Porteria
Academy in Calabanga before landing the
teaching position in Naga.
Reynaldo Arnaldo (Class of 2014) will start a
permanent teaching position at Medroso
Mendoza High School in Calabanga in June.
Reynaldo taught for two years at Our Lady of
La Porteria Academy in Calabanga before
pursuing a permanent teaching position with
the Department of Education.
We congratulate these alum on their new
positions.
The process of applying for a permanent
teaching position with the Department of
Education is an arduous process so we applaud
our graduates’ patience and perseverance.

Visit with STMC Scholars last February 2017
Tahanan News - Volume 14, Issue 1
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Letters of Appreciation
continued from Page 2

Good evening Ma’am Tria,
I would like to express my deepest
gratitude for your wholehearted
support to the STMC scholars. I also
thank you for accepting and
welcoming me to this organization.
Through this, I was able to help my
parents through this scholarship.
Through this, I learned a lot and was
inspired by the stories of co-scholars,
I learned to about leadership during
the team building lead by the officers.
Even if I have only spent two
semesters with this organization, I
will not forget the memories that they
have shared at every gathering we
have done.
Again ma’am, THANK YOU. Keep
helping others and have a good health,
take care always.
God bless po.
FRANK R. CALLEJA ◼◻◼

E

A

T

A

H

A

N

A

N

,

I

N

C

A Chance Meeting
by Roselli Tria

During our visit to Calabanga last
February, the Calabanga scholars
invited the coordinator of AKKI
Foundation, Edna Campana, to our
meeting but she could not attend.
Mama (Rosie) and I looked forward
to meeting Edna. The scholars
enjoyed volunteering with the AKKI
Foundation.
A few days later, Mama decided to
visit Amancia Bosangit, one of her
friends from elementary school.
Amancia turned out to be the Edna
Campana’s mother!
We had a wonderful visit with Edna.
We discovered that this is a project
that she started out of her strong
desire to help struggling young
students.
Edna expressed gratitude for the work
that the STMC scholars put in. Even
those who majored in secondary
education volunteered. These students

Rosie Tria and Edna Campana

were not being trained to work with
young students. They had to work
outside their comfort zone.
Edna appreciates the consistency and
dedication of the group. She reported
that the kids’ performance at school,
as well as their confidence, have
vastly improved.
It was on their own initiative that the
STMC student leaders discovered this
community project. We are very
pleased that they have the desire to be
change-makers in their community.
◼◻◼

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
Saturday, July 8, 2017
Party to celebrate Rosie Tria’s 85th Birthday
14th Annual Save A Tahanan, Inc. Charity Golf Tournament
Last year’s Annual Charity
Golf Tournament was held at
Summitpointe Golf Club in
Milpitas, where more than
50 players participated.
This year’s charity golf
tournament is at Monarch
Bay Golf Course in San
Leandro on May 20. The
barbecue lunch reception
will be at Marina Park.
We thank our golfer friends
for making it possible to let
this, our main fundraising
event, continue to be an
annual event. Proceeds from
this tournament fund the
scholarships. We’ve helped
many deserving students and
we want to help more.
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2016 Save A Tahanan Charity Golf Tournament Participants
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