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Tahanan News
Save A Tahanan’s mission is to mobilize resources to improve the lives of families
through training and micro nancing and to empower them as responsible members of the community.

L to R: Dr. Zenaida Bonete, Judge Corazon Tordilla, Mrs. Rosie Tria
Photo Taken by Roselli Tria on January 19, 2019

In Loving Memory of Dr. Zenaida T. Bonet
February 29, 1940 - August 11, 2021
Mrs. Bonete managed the scholarship program of Save A Tahanan
Movement, Calabanga Chapter for
over 15 years.
When she took over the program,
she added personal development
and community service. Service
came in various forms - from
scholars giving presentations to
the public on new voting methods
to beach clean-up. The personal
development training given at the
start of the school year gave
scholars the opportunity to bond
like family.
The graduates now manage the
scholarship program and continue

Ma’am Bonete’s goal of developing
the whole person. Ma’am Bonete
reminded them of the importance
of giving back and helping others,
and that everyone is capable of
doing this.

helping them hone their talents
and values, and inspiring them to
pay it forward to help build her
vision of self-reliant Calabanga.
I didn’t have the luxury of time
with Mrs. Bonete, but that short
time bore witness to her generosity to her family and friends, as
well as the community who
believed in her vision.

We are very grateful for Ma’am
Bonete’s dedication to Save A
Tahanan and its mission. We will
greatly miss her.
-Roselli Tria
STI President

I will always remember Mrs.
Bonete. As will many who she
genuinely loved and cared for. She
will be sorely missed.

Mrs. Nadia Bonete’s greatest joy
was making sure the youth of
Calabanga get a better shot in life,

-Marisa Robles
STI Board Member
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I met Ms. Naida Bonete during
our visit to some of STI chapters
in the Bicol region. I admired her
dedication to STI goals of uplifting people’s livelihood thru
business and educational inancial supports.
We hope the services she did to
STI will encourage others particularly past and current inancial
recipients to continue her vision
and volunteerism spirit to STI and
other programs that uplift family
life.
-Paci ico Quimson, Jr.
STI Board Chairman
"Don't settle for less, you can
always do it with perfection",
these came from a woman with
full dedication and heart to serve
the needy. The woman who
molded me to be the kind of
teacher I am today and brought
out the best in me. She was none
other than MA’AM ZENAIDA T.
BONETE.
In my four years as an STMC
scholar, she provided me with all
the tools I needed to face the
challenges in life. When I was

applying for the scholarship, I
thought it would be a walk in the
park. I was overly con ident and
Ma’am Bonete proved me wrong.
The screening process was nervewracking. It was divided into two
parts: oral and written. The
interview part was my Waterloo, I
could write but I wasn’t good at
speaking. When the results came
out, I considered myself very
lucky to be among those who
passed.
As years went by, I noticed that I
was no longer the timid individual that I was before I joined the
STMC group. The training ground
provided to us by Ma’am Bonete
gave us con idence to face different people with different personalities. We are also given opportunities to touch the lives of other
people in the community through
the various training and outreach
programs that we never, in our
wildest dreams, thought we could
spearhead.
I graduated Cum Laude and top of
my class. I knew that everyone,
especially Ma’am Bonete, was
proud of me. They were present
on my graduation day. Seeing the
joy on her face was one of the

happiest moments of my life. My
achievement was also her
achievement. The love, care and
support she gave all through the
years were immeasurable.
I was hired in DepED. I got my
Masters Degree with honors. Still,
the joy and happiness that Ma’am
Bonete had for me was still there.
I am living proof of the kind of
person Ma’am Bonete was.
She was the Queen of All Trades a dedicated coordinator and
mother to all STMC scholars.
I will live out her legacy and strive
to inspire the way she did me. I
am always proud to say
wherever I go, that I am an STMC
scholar and my mentor was
Ma’am Bonete. The path she
embarked on will never be
forgotten.
I am forever grateful that I encountered a person like her. I will
continue to strive for excellence
and achieve more as what she
wanted for me.
I will always bear in my mind,
"ONCE AN STMC SCHOLAR,
ALWAYS AN STMC SCHOLAR”.
-Cary Cerdan
STMC Scholar, Class of 2013
She was known for being brave
and intelligent. She was known
for being strict as well, but I am
very thankful for that because it
helped me be well-disciplined
professionally. I will surely miss
her. I am very thankful to know a
person who has a heart full of
compassion.
Thank you for molding me to be a
better person. I will surely miss
you, Ma'am Zenaida. You have a
great impact in my life. Thank you
for your help to me and my family.

At the Funeral Mass for Mrs. Bonete
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STMC Scholars (Students and Graduates) at the Funeral Mass for Mrs. Bonete
Thank you for your love and
support.
I will never forget those times that
you are here with us enjoying
some important day of my life. I
know that you are very happy for
my small achievements in my life.
I will miss you so much. No more
pain, Lola Naida. Rest in Peace in
the hands of the Lord. I Love you.
-April Danabar
STMC Scholar, Class of 2019
The last time I saw Ma’am Bonete
was back in 2016. I asked her
blessing in pursuing my decision
to enter religious life. She was
very happy and gave me soap,
detergent, and a towel which I
happily brought with me inside
the convent.
It has been a year since I stepped
out of the convent and I wasn’t
able to see Ma’am Bonete until
yesterday at the Requiem Mass
offered to her good soul. I can’t
help but feel sorry that I wasn’t
able to tell her stories she would
have gladly listened to for hours.

To me, she was Ma’am Bonete who
I always kissed and hugged, it
never dawned on me how big her
personage was until she was given
an award, and until I listened to
people with titles who shared
their loving memory of her honor.
She never presented herself as
that person who has a lot of titles.
She was always humble and warm
and simple to us.
Rest in His Peace, Ma’am. Love
you.
-Eleanor Una
STMC Scholar, Class of 2016
I knew her during my innocent
days. I met her in my second
home. I read her name in most of
my certi icates. Strong-willed.
Reputable. Strict. Fashionable.
To me, Dr. Zenaida T. Bonete was
remarkable from when I was in
elementary school. She was then
the Public Schools District Supervisor. We rushed to clean our
classroom once we hear that she
is coming to our school. I never
saw her wearing jeans and shirts;
she always looked formal and
respectable. I always remember
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her paired blouse and skirt,
quality sandals and stockings.
Years passed and her name was
still renowned in our municipality,
not only in the education sector. I
was entering my third year in
college when my father died, so I
needed to look for scholarship to
help me inish my studies. A friend
told me about the Save A Tahanan
Movement Calabanga Scholarship
and I immediately prepared the
requirements and made myself
ready for an interview. The venue
was at the house of the former
PSDS whom I respected a lot.
Ma’am Naida gave us a piece of
paper to write down some of our
personal information. She got
upset at me when I told her that I
left my ball pen. Her words are
still fresh in my mind: “Masabak
ka sa giyera, mayo kang armas?
(You’re going to war without
weapons?) Hala, look for a pen.” I
was so intimidated that I rushed
to the nearest store to buy a pen.
Thanks to her words, I became
one of the STMC Scholars. Back
then, she was our mentor. My
thoughts about her have changed.
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She has the heart of a mother and
a command of a good leader.
Ma’am Naida made us feel that
our opinions were valid and she
appreciated all our efforts, big or
small.
She believed in our abilities. She
asked us to speak before a crowd
of parents in different barangays
to share our concerns about
families. We did not feel that we
were just students because, to her,
we could do what others were
capable of doing. I owe her my
con idence in public speaking. My
experience as an STMC scholar
was memorable because of her.
My life as a scholar did not end
after graduation. I continued
supporting, and sometimes
attending the group’s activities.
Ma’am Naida was always glad to
see alumni scholars come back.
She would welcome us in her

home with a tight hug, kiss, and
sweet smiles. “Ay uya na naman
ang mga aki ko. Ogmahon na
naman ako.” (Oh, I am so happy
my children are here again!) She
would then tell the scholars how
proud she was of us and she’d ask
us to share our accomplishments.
She was like a proud mother to
her children who bragged about
their achievements to others.
According to her, we should share
our 3T’s to others: time, talent
and treasure. That is why, I
accepted the challenge of becoming the new administrator of
STMC Scholarship program since
Ma’am Naida was getting old
already.

wasted. In our own ways, we
extended help to the needy. We
should not forget to be grateful to
those people who have good
hearts to help others especially
our benefactors and the Tria
family.
Ma’am Naida had a huge space in
my heart. With her guidance, I
became what I am now. She had a
big impact on my life that nobody
else could replace.
But everything has an end. Her life
was well-lived. She may be gone
physically but her memories will
stay forever in us. STMC Family
lost a great leader and mother but
her legacy remains.

She never left us. Her words were
strong and motherly. She
reminded us to give back in any
way we could so that the efforts of
our benefactors will not be

-Vivian Esperon-Montemayor
STMC Scholar, Class of 2013
STMC Scholarship Administrator

DATE & LOCATION CHANG
2022 Save A Tahanan Charity Golf Tournamen
Saturday, May 28, 2022
METROPOLITAN GOLF LINK
10051 Doolittle Drive, Oakland, CA 9460

Followed by BBQ Lunch at Marina Park in San Leandro
SAVE A TAHANAN, INC
BOARD MEMBERS

We appreciate any amount you can donate towards our scholarship program. Financial
support per student is about $150.00 per semester
Save A Tahanan, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) nonpro t organization. Your monetary donation is taxdeductible to the extent allowed by law. Our EIN is 94-3229144.

Paci co Quimson, Jr., Chai
Carmen Hernande
Gloria Navarret
Marisa Roble
Rosie Tri

Save A Tahanan, Inc
1140 35th Avenu
Sacramento, CA 9582
Phone: (916) 917-504

OFFICERS
Roselli Tria, Presiden
Jacob Smith,Vice-Presiden
Noel Parato, Secretar
Craig Smith, Treasurer

info@save-a-tahanan.org
website: www.save-a-tahanan.org
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